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The winter is now well past us and thankfully we in ‘Norn Ireland’ missed a lot of the extreme 
weather experienced elsewhere.  Nonetheless it is a time of year that we are usually glad to be rid 
of.  The better weather and the longer evenings have brought life back to the marina and harbour.  
The marina, so I am informed, resembled a morgue of silent motor boats and yachts with hardly a 
soul about during the winter months.  I am reliably informed that John Bell caused a minor 
sensation when he arrived in ‘Shazam’ at the marina from his winter refit at Carrick.  No one had 
seen a boat move for so long that this was an event.  Apparently even the public along the 
seafront stopped to watch the ‘arrival’. 
 
Recently the boating fraternity have come alive again with various crew getting their boats ready 
for the season, and going out for short cruises along the coast.  In Groomsport harbour members 
are working hard to get their vessels ready for ‘the big lift in’ on 28th April.  Let’s hope that they 
get a good day. 
Several changes have taken place in the Executive Committee and amongst them has been the 
‘stepping down’ of Jane and Norman Adamson.  Norman and Jane have been responsible for our 
very successful winter programme over the past number of years.  This was a demanding 
responsibility, but it has been a particular highlight of CIBC.  On behalf of the committee and 
members I would like to record our grateful thanks for all their hard work. 
 
Don’t forget our Spring Supper Dance on 1st May at Donaghadee Golf Club.  There is a good 
selection of fine food on the menu and if our previous outings are anything to go by, we should 
have another most enjoyable evening.  Please try to get along and book your places as we would 
love to have you join us and you will be among friends. 
 
Finally, whatever your boating interest is, please take care on the water and I wish everyone an 
enjoyable and safe 2009 season, with plenty of good weather too!! 
 

Willie Wickens 
Commodore 

CIBC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DUBLIN BOAT TRIP 2009  
 
It was time again to visit the foreign land of 
the Dublin Boat Show. Sam Andrews was 
after me again and there wasn’t even a pay 
rise in sight! Flattery worked as usual and 
with Sam’s assurance that I was good at 
organizing, I was reeled in again! 
 
The usual stresses of getting people 
organized and thinking about whether they 
could afford such a day out hadn’t changed.  
A coach for 52 people was booked and the 
task of communicating the event and getting 
their money was now up to me.  After 
several weeks it became apparent that the 
“credit crunch” and with the strength of the 
euro against the pound, Dublin didn’t seem 
such an attractive day out to some. The 
number of people putting their names 
forward for the trip was smaller.  However 
we still managed to make secure a good deal 
at £12:50 a seat. There was a last minute 
rush for seats and we managed to fill the 
coach.. We departed Bangor Marina at 08:00 
making a pick-up at Hollywood and another 
at Hillsborough. Everyone was chatting so 
the usual movie was abandoned.  
 
At10:30 we stopped at the City North Hotel 
where many had a cooked breakfast. I think 
Sam Andrews ate all the sausages because I 
only had one!! After breakfast everyone 
boarded the coach but I noticed that our 
commodore was missing.  He must have 
been reading the paper! We arrived in 
Dublin to hear that there were 
demonstrations and the roads might be 
obstructed, but luck was on our side and we 
got to our destination with minimal 
problems.  
 
There were fewer boats being exhibited at 
the show and those on display were mostly 
smaller craft. There was plenty of chandlery 
and some bargains to be had. John D’Arcy 
must have every conceivable tool which can 
be bought. John observed with great interest 
(on four occasions) a new tool for inserting 

& removing screws of all sorts, before 
making a bargain purchase! 
 
After refusing to buy a boat which came 
with a free car! We saw a very interesting 
new invention called a “Mokai”, which was 
a water jet propelled personal water craft. 
This was made all the more interesting by a 
young lady exclaiming, “Look it is air 
fuelled”. We thought they might be sold out 
if everyone heard her and there would be 
yachties and motor boaters no more! We did 
think this petrol fuelled invention was very 
clever however and for anyone wishing to 
purchase a small single man craft for fishing 
etc. it was a marvelous invention. 
 
Having seen all the Boat Show had to offer, 
a group of us left the RDS for Dukes Pub. 
We lost John D’Arcy on the way, whilst we 
were being entertained by the street 
entertainers. After a “value for money” 
dinner and a few drinks we made our way 
back to the coach, for the return journey at 
18:00 hrs.  . We arrived back in Bangor at 
Bangor Marina at 20:45 following a most 
enjoyable Boat Show trip. 
 
Roy Bates 
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BOATS FOR SALE 
 
It became a standing joke around the clubs and marinas that after a bad season there would be a 
few boats up for sale as their owners decided to take up golf, or buy a Dormobile instead.  The 
last few seasons have done nothing to change this perception and there are many boats for sale by 
members of CIBC.  Some owners are seeking to upgrade to a bigger boat, but most are 
downgrading.  In this section we have a selection of fine boats for sale and contact should be 
made with the owners for full details and prices. 
 
SHAZAM:  32’ FAIRLINE FLYBRIDGE SEDAN .  Vessel has been refurbished 
throughout and the two diesel Volvos AD31 + DPs have only 137 hours on them.  
Contact John Bell 02890874048 

 
 

SAMIRA:  23’ HALCYON fin keeled yacht .  Yacht has been substantially upgraded, 
with good quality tan sails, Yanmar 1GM 10 diesel and cradle.  Offers around £5,000.00 
considered.  Contact Willie Wickens 9146 5071 
 
BLUEPRINT:  OYSTER 26 SAILING YACHT 1980.  Fully equipped to a high 
standard, antifouled/serviced and ready to launch.  £15,500.00 Contact Ray King 9188 
3120 
 

 
 

 
EXPERIENCED CREW AVAILABLE!  
To encourage any yacht member who may be reluctant to race their yacht due to lack of race 
experience, or sailing skills, the Sailing Committee have got a small pool of experienced 
volunteer sailors who are willing to crew on Crowe Cup nights. If you don’t normally race, but 
would like to take part in the club racing, contact RAY KING  (9188 3120) or any other member 
of the sailing committee. 



 
CRUISE UP THE CLYDE June 2008 
 
 
It had blown hard from the North for ten days before Sunday 15th June.  Shane, Chris and 
I were impatient to get away.  ‘Heaven Sent’ our Jaguar 25 was tugging at her mooring 
just waiting to be released. 
 
We loaded the yacht and set sail at 19.45 from Groomsport. In the early dawn it became 
clear we would weather the Ailsa Craig so we freed the sheets a little and romped 
towards Pladda Light just south of Arran. 
 
The wind seemed to vanish as we closed on Pladda and by 0545 as we came past the 
lighthouse, the sun was really warm and it was completely flat as we landed on the quay 
to explore Pladda and its lighthouse. 
 
The island was truly fascinating and it was great to follow the footsteps of Peter Hill, the 
author of ’Stargazing’, the memoirs of a young lighthouse keeper.  We viewed the 
keepers’ homes and gardens, all now sadly falling into disrepair. 
 
We departed Pladda to sail to Lamlash on a lovely morning, sailing along the Holy Island 
coast before landing at Lamlash pier.  We spent a wonderful sunny day exploring the 
village before heading off for Millport, on the Isle of Cumbrae. 
 
We noticed that there were very few fishing boats to be seen, but this pretty example 
came close as she finished her day.  The Clyde has been fished clean and the only fishing 
left is for prawns feeding on the bottom sludge.  The sludge has been greatly enriched by 
the dumping of Glasgow waste for many years. 
 
We got closer to Little Cumbrae and the weather got greyer again and the wind suddenly 
rose to a good six, so we had to harden the sails to get round the north end of Little 
Cumbrae and free off for Bute and Rothesay town.  We arrived in a rush and the rain, but 
soon were retired to dinner in a very empty town.  The harbour is being remodelled and 
much has changed from the busy days of the Clyde steamers and huge holiday crowds.  
But we ate well in our chosen hotel. 
 
The next day we sailed up the East Kyle and although it rained a lot we enjoyed a free 
wind sail to the Kyles of Bute with good views of the country dwellings on the shoreline 
and the expensive yachts moored off each home.  The Maids of Bute were very wet on 
the hillside, two famous realistically painted rocks! 
 
We beat our way in rising wind and rain down the West Kyle and around Ardlamont 
Point shrouded in mist and rain.  Then we charged up Loch Fyne to East Loch Tarbert.  
Tarbert awoke to a lovely sunny day and we had a brisk sail the full length of Loch Fyne 
and Upper Loch Fyne to Inverary.  Inverary is a busy tourist town and we moored just 
outside the pier and spent a pleasant evening in the Argyle Hotel. 



 
The next day it blew hard and we had to motor along the wooded shore down to Loch 
Gair where we landed to have lunch at the local hostelry.   We left Loch Gair and started 
a very fast reach to Tarbert.  We had a lovely evening in Tarbert again and then a 
wonderful morning sail to Loch Ranza. 
 
We had a fresh sunny arrival at Loch Ranza where we noticed a lot of harbour works and 
a new marina being built.  We had a glorious motor sail to Carradale in sunshine and got 
there in time for our evening meal at the local hotel.  We met many old fishermen who 
knew Jack Miller and we reminisced about the Clyde fishing and how it had vanished. 
 
Next morning we left early and had the remarkable experience of having 15 dolphins 
joining us for ten minutes swimming around us and playing with our twin keels.  The flat 
calm quickly deteriorated into a strong southerly so we could not get back to Groomsport 
and retreated to Girvan.  Chris and Shane had to take the train and ferry home while I had 
a great sail on my own to Portpatrick on the Monday. 
 
Helen came across by fast launch and we sailed home through the night arriving in 
Groomsport at 0430.  We had had a great time sailing round the Clyde, so here’s to next 
season! 
 
Don Ritchie 
 
 
WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS  
 
We welcome on board James Cochrane as a full member.  James does not have a boat at 
present but members will make him feel welcome to ‘crew’ for them. 
 
We also welcome Ian Heaney and Norma as full and associate members respectively. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
PLYWOOD REPAIRS ON BOARD 
 
This is frequently a problem when the plywood is subject to dampness or worse, open to 
the elements and coming in contact with rain.  Marine plywood is the ideal solution of 
course until we go to buy a sheet, only to find it in excess of a hundred pounds or so! 
 
Exterior grade ply is a fraction of the price but is a poor substitute and after a while many 
of us find that it eventually delaminates.  A very good, cost effective substitute for 
everyday use on board is WBP (water boil proof) grade ply.  It is a much superior quality 
to exterior grade and yet much cheaper that the marine grade. 
 
Some of our members found that B&Q stock both 8X4 and the smaller 4X2 sheets but 
probably other timber merchants do so as well. 
 
Willie Wickens 
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